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The prince was reminded that his previous request for military employment
had been turned down; and had he referred to the previous correspondence
he would have found the king's reason, that " military command was incom-
patible with the situation of the Prince of Wales." " Should the implacable
enemy so far succeed as to land," continued the king, " you will have an oppor-
tunity of showing your zeal at the head of your regiment. It will be the duty
of every man to stand forth on such an occasion."

It was characteristic of the prince that when put out or thwarted he should
resort to the sort of behaviour which is usually associated with the nursery.
On his father's refusal to make him a general he published the correspondence
which had passed between him, his father, his brother York, and Addington.
Thfe was more than the poor king, his health already seriously impaired by a
recent chill, could stand; and the consequence was another of those mental
attacks which made him quite unable to perform his kingly duties. The
prince's behaviour on his father's birthday (4th June) intensified the bad feeling :
while all the other members of the family attended the drawing-room reception
which was held to mark the occasion, the prince deliberately stayed away, and
paraded about town to emphasise his absence. The curious thing is that he
seems to have been quite oblivious of the fact that his studied insults against
his father and mother were roundly condemned, except by a small section of
the Whigs.

Even his best friends, Moira and Tierney, recognised the extent of the
political damage suffered by the Whigs on account of this estrangement of
father and son, and they worked hard to bring about a reconciliation. The
prince was persuaded to write to his mother and sisters, begging them to induce
the king to grant him an interview. The letter was most admirably phrased.
" Were this (interview) allowed me," wrote the prince, " I should fly to throw
myself at the king's feet, and offer him the testimony of my ever-unvarying
attachment. I have long grieved that misrepresentations have estranged His
Majesty's mind from me, and the most anxious wish of my heart is for the
opportunity of dispelling that coldness. Every consideration renders this
distance most severely painful. My first object is the gratification of the
feelings of affection, leaving all else to the spontaneous dictates of my father's
kindness; and, if any public view can mingle with this sentiment, it is the
incalculable importance to His Majesty and the country of the whole Royal
Family appearing united in a moment so awful as the present."

The king doubted his son's sincerity. To him he was the " publisher of my
letters; "and he found it hard to forget the absence from his birthday celebra-
tions. It was Eldon who persuaded him to grant the interview; and Pitt,
who had now returned to office, used his influence in the same direction. Solely
, they represented to him that it was in the public interest to become